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A RIGHTEOUS RESPONSE TO CHRISTMAS
MATT 1:18-25
I. The Surroundings of the Virgin Birth

A. The account is much briefer than his ministry.

1. Jesus’ ministry is of primary significance to His followers.

2. Matthew has eyewitness testimony from the disciples about Jesus’ ministry, but not about His birth.

3. Standard rhetorical form passes over quickly material less relevant to the author’s purpose.

4. What Matthew does include prepares us for themes dominant in his Gospel.

B. Objections to the Virgin Birth

1. ParqevnoV can refer to loosely to a wife during her first marriage.
2. The virgin birth was borrowed from mythology Many heroes of Greek mythology were “divinely” born.

3. Mary conceived Jesus by a Roman soldier.
II. The Story of the Virgin Birth (1:18-25)
A. Mary’s Predicament (1:18)
B. Joseph’s Problem (1:19)

C. The Angel’s Proclamation (1:20-21)

D. The Scriptures Prophecy (1:22-23)

E. Joseph’s Preference (1:24-25)
III. The Significance of the Virgin Birth

A. The virgin birth points to the divine nature of Jesus.

B. The virgin birth speaks of one person in whom is united full deity and full humanity.

C. The virgin birth signals Jesus’ true humanity without inherited sin.

D. The virgin birth the beginning stage of the redemption of humanity that had been created in the image of God but had been distorted by the effects of sin.

1. We become alive through the sacrifice he provides for our sins.

2. He becomes the pattern for a life born by the Spirit.

E. The virgin birth fulfills Scripture (1:22-23)

1. Matthew cites Isa 7:14

2. Isa 6—9 emphasizes the birth of the Davidic Messiah.

3. The Messiah was “God with us” in the absolute sense.

4. Scripture reveals the divine plan, and those who trust itts authority need doubt no miracle it promises.

IV. The Strategy of a Righteous Man

A. In a culture that values the wisdom of age, Joseph and Mary’s youth make their piety very striking.

1. Mary and Joseph’s moral nobility reflect the purity of Jesus’ origin and the piety of His upbringing.

2. The young and the obscure can effectively model Christian virtue.
B. Matthew portrays a couple who model sexual restraint.

1. Joseph is an example in the way he established his priorities.

2. They were restrained during their betrothal period.

3. They refrain from sexual relations until after Jesus’ birth.

C. While Matthew allows that divorce is just under some circumstances, infidelity is always unjust.
1. Joseph is described as a righteous man.

2. Betrothals were never ended lightly.

3. Joseph plans to divorce Mary because he assumes that she is guilty of unfaithfulness.

a. He probably did not know Mary well.

b. He had little reason to trust her innocence.

i. A virgin birth had never before happened.

ii. She had not claimed rape.

iii. Joseph had not had intercourse with her.

iv. He could only assume that she had intercourse with another man.

c. To fail to divorce Mary would
i. Violate law and custom,

ii. Bring enduring reproach on his household,

iii. Constitute embracing as his wife one who had betrayed him in the worst manner conceivable in his culture.

D. Joseph models justice tempered by compassion.

1. Joseph’s obedience to the law is not legalistic.

2. Joseph did not want to bring unnecessary shame on Mary.

3. Joseph forfeits the dowry and bride price.

4. Joseph minimizes her public dishonor.

5. Joseph care more for Mary than a zeal for vengeance or economic remuneration.

E. Joseph values obedience to God above his own honor.

1. When God reveals the truth to Joseph, he immediately believes and obeys God’s will.

2. Joseph’s response to the revelation reveals a deep trust in God and His power.

3. People would still think that Joseph got her pregnant.

4. Joseph would remain an object of shame in a society dominated by the value of honor.

5. Joseph’s obedience to God cost him the right to value his own reputation.

