doing right when you’ve been done wrong
Jas 5:7-12
I. Be patient because the Lord’s return is near (7-9).

A. The Command for Patience (7a; Deut 11:14; Ps 126:6).

B. The Characteristics of His Coming (7-8).

1. It is inevitable (7b).

2. It is imminent (8c).

C. The Comparison to a Farmer (7c).
1. The farmer plants his crops in autumn.

2. The farmer waits for the autumn rains to soften the ground.

3. The farmer waits for the spring rains to water the crops.

4. The farmer harvests the produce in the summer.

D. The Effects of Patience (7-9).

1. It should stretch our endurance (7).

2. It should strengthen our hearts (8).

3. It should stifle our grumbling (9; Lev 19:18).

a) Complaining saps our strength (9a).
b) Complaining weakens our endurance (9a).

c) Complaining results in judgment (9b).

d) The Judge is ready to judge (9c; Matt 24:33).

II. The Example of the Prophets (10-11).

E. The prophets’ suffering produced patience (10; Matt 5:12).

1. They refused to compromise.

2. They completed their course.

3. The prize came after the finish.

F. The prophets’ patient suffering produced admiration (11a; Ps 103:8)

G. The prophets’ patient suffering produced blessing (11b).

H. Job’s endurance is an example to all (11c; Job 1:21-22; 42:1-7).

1. Job’s endurance accomplished the Lord’s purpose.
2. Job’s endurance allows us to see the Lord’s purpose (cf. Exod 34:6).

a) The Lord is full of compassion

b)  The Lord is full of mercy (cf. Exod 34:6; Neh 9:17; Pss 86:15; 103:13; Joel 2:13; Jon 4:2).

III. Be true to your word (12; Lev 19:12; Matt 5:33-37).

I. Do not make foolish vows during suffering (12a).

J. Give a straightforward answer or commitment (12b).

K. Foolish vows result in judgment (12c).

IV. Conclusion

L. Anticipate the Lord’s coming.

M. Recognize the Lord’s judgment.

N. Follow the Lord’s servants.

O. Understand the Lord’s blessing.

P. Realize the Lord’s purpose.

Q. Consider the Lord’s character.

V. Four Lessons

R. Don’t focus on the situation, or you’ll become angry.

S. Don’t focus on yourself, or you’ll become filled with self-pity.
T. Don’t focus on someone to blame, or you’ll begin complaining.

U. Don’t focus on the present, or you’ll miss the point of what God is wishing to achieve in your life.
