Charles Powell

the uselessness of an unproductive faith
Jas 2:14-19
The faith that saves inevitably results in works of love.

I. The Issue: An unproductive faith is useless and cannot save (2:14).

A. Claims of faith produce no good (14a).

B. Faith must result in works to be profitable (14b).

C. An unproductive faith cannot save (14c).

II. The Illustration: Refusal to meet others needs denotes a useless faith (15-16).

D. A fellow Christian has physical needs (15).

1. The believer may be male or female (15a).

2. The believer needs clothes (15b).

3. The believer is hungry and thirsty (15c).

4. The believer probably needs shelter

E. Our response is apathetic (16).

1. We respond with well-wishing words (16a).

a) We wish them peace.

b) We wish them warmth and shelter.

c) We wish them satisfaction for their hunger.

2. We give them nothing (16a).

d) We leave it to themselves.

e) We leave it to someone else.

3. That kind of response demonstrates a useless faith (16c).

III. The Inference: Faith without works is lifeless (17).

F. Faith is dead without works (17a).

G. Faith cannot exist without an expression (17b).

IV. The Intensification: Faith is invisible and insufficient without works (18-19).

H. A Nasty Problem

1. Who is the “someone” (18)?

a) He is an ally of James.

b) He is an objector to James’ position.

2. How much does He say?

c) Just the first part of v.18; James picks up at v. 18b

d) All of v. 18; James resumes in v. 19.

e) All of vv.18-19; James resumes in v. 20.

3. Who are the “You and I” in v. 18?

I. The Best Solution

1. The “someone” is an opponent of James.

2. He only speaks in the first part of verse 18.

3. The “You and I” are reversed to further his argument.

J. The Explanation

1. The opponent: Faith and works are separate issues (18a).

2. James: Faith without works is invisible (18b-c).

f) Faith without works cannot be seen (18b).

g) Works demonstrate faith (18c).

3. Right doctrine is good, but it doesn’t save the demons (19).

h) It is good to believe that God is one (19a; Deut 6:4).

i) The demons believe this (19b).

j) The result is a trembling because of their judgment (19c).

Conclusion

K. Faith is not indifferent, but involved (15-16).

L. Faith is not independent, but in partnership (17).

M. Faith is not invisible, but on display (18).

N. Faith is not merely intellectual, but from the heart (19).
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