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faith, salvation, and works

Jas 2:14

The faith that saves inevitably works itself out in works of love.

I. A productless faith is useless and cannot save (2:14).

A. Claims of faith produce no good (14a).

B. Faith must result in works to be profitable (14b).

C. An unproductive faith cannot save (14c).

II. The Meaning of Saved (swv/zw)

D. Healing (Mark 5:34; Jas 5:16).

E. Physical deliverance from death (Matt 24:22; Acts 27:31).

F. Salvation from sin (John 3:16; Rom 5:10).

G. Salvation from a profitless life (Mark 8:35; 1 Cor 3:12-15).

H. Salvation in James

1. The implanted word saves us from sin (1:22).

2. God saves us from His judgment (4:12). 

3. Prayer saves us from illness caused by sin (5:15).

4. Repentance will save us from death in all its forms (5:20).
III. The Relationship of Faith, Works, and Salvation

I. Paul’s Concern: Works of the Law

1. Legalistic works apart from faith that promoted self-righteousness.

2. Works that secured or merited salvation

3. These works cannot save (Rom 3:20, 28).

J. James Concern: Works of Faith

1. Works are a natural product of faith.

2. This product of faith is works of love (2:15-16).

3. John the Baptist reflects this idea (Luke 3:8-16)

4. Jesus reflects the same idea (Matt 7:17-20; 25:44-46).

5. Paul also agrees with this conception (Gal 5:6, 13; 6:9-10).

6. The Apostle John taught this (1 John 3:17-18).

K. Our Concern: Works of Love

1. We should not project confidence in our standing yet show no evidence that our faith does not affect our actions.

2. We should not be forced to demonstrate our faith on command.

3. We should not boast in our works as if they were meritorious (Luke 18:9-14).

4. We should not do works out of guilt.

5. Our faith should lead to grateful work.
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