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pRAYER: jAMES’ wAY
jAS 5:12-18

I. Types of Prayer

A. Adoration (12b)

B. Confession (16a)

C. Thanksgiving (12b)

D. Supplication (12a, 14, 16)

1. Petition (12a)

2. Intercession (14, 16)

II. The Circumstances of Prayer (12-16)

E. Prayer and joy in adversity (12; cf. 1:2)

1. God uses adversity in the interests of spiritual preparation (cf. 1:2-8).

2. Prayer in adversity urges us to renounce the materialism and self-centeredness of the world (cf.4:1-10).
3. We suffer because Christ suffered (Rom 15:1-4; Phil 3:10; Col 1:24; Heb 12:1-4).

4. Prayer allows us to understand what God is forming in us through suffering.

a) Prayer allows us to slow down.

b) Prayer allows our soul to grow up.
c) Prayer enables us to catch a glimpse of God’s purpose in allowing us to suffer.

F. Prayer for the sick (13-14)

1. We must listen to God and to people, and allow our spirits to discern the Holy Spirit.

2. We must ask.

3. We must believe and exercise confident assurance in the faithfulness of God.

4. We must give thanks to God for His compassion and mercy.
G. Confession and community (16a)

1. Confession is the practice of vulnerability.

2. Confession is a sure path to interpersonal healing.

3. We should identify ourselves with the sins of the community.

d)  We should put aside vain personal concerns.

e) We should willingly shoulder a responsibility technically not ours.

f) Examples

(1) Moses (Exod 32:31-32)

(2) Daniel (Dan 9:5-10)

(3) Nehemiah (Neh 1:6; 9:16-37)

(4) Jesus 

III. The Task of Personal Prayer (16b-18)
H. The Characteristics of Effective Prayer (16b).

1. Availability

2. Righteousness

3. Fervency (Col 4:2, 12; 1 Tim 4:7-8)

4. Relentlessness (Isa 62:6-7)

I. The Results of Effective Prayer (16b).
1. It accomplishes much.

2. It overcomes much.

J. The Example of Effective Prayer (17-18; 1 Kgs 17-18).

1. Elijah is no different from us (17a).

2. He prayed fervently (17b).

3. His prayer affected nature positively and negatively (17c-18).

a) He prayed once and the rain stopped for 3 ½ years.

b) He prayed a second time and it rained and the land was fruitful again.
IV. Conclusion

K. We cannot pray in ignorance to biblical truths and pray effectively.

1. Prayer is to be continuous and not for emergencies.

2. Prayer is designed for every part of life.

3. Prayer is not a substitute for responsibility and intelligent thinking.

4. Payer is not for the perfect, but for the imperfect.

L. We must pray with specific people, things, and results in mind.

M. We must pray in faith, confident that the God of heaven not only hears, but answers.

