Charles Powell

Righteous Responses

JAS 5:13-18

I. Responding to Our Emotions

A. Suffering—Look upward, not outward (13a; Phil 4:6-7; Heb 4:16).

B. Cheerfulness—Sing songs of praise (13b; Eph 5:19; Col 3:17).

C. Health (14-16a)

1. Sickness is not necessarily the result of sin.

2. Sickness may be a result of sin.

3. Sickness is not necessarily prevented by great faith.

4. The sickness here is severe.

5. It is probably cause by sin (14-15).

a) The one who is ill initiates the process (14a).

(1) He calls for the elders.

(2) He keeps it within the church.

(3) Calling for the elders is part of the process of repentance.

b) The elders minister to the one who is ill (14b).

(1) The elders minister in prayer.

(a) They pray for forgiveness.

(b) They pray for healing.

(2) They minister healing.

(a) They anoint the one who is ill with oil.

(b) The oil may be medicinal.

(c) The oil is symbolic of the cleansing and healing work of the Holy Spirit.

(d) They pray and minister according to the Lord’s will. 

c) Look to the Lord for healing but do not demand it (15; Cor 12:7-10).

(1) The prayer produced by faith will save the one who is ill (15a).

(2) Prayer moves God to heal (15b).

(3) Confessed sins will be forgiven (15c).

d) Accountability concerning sin and prayer is essential (16a).

(1) Confess your sins to those you are to whom you are accountable.

(a) Spouses

(b) Close friends

(c) Pastors, elders, and other spiritual leaders.

(2) Pray for one another.

I. The Process of Healing from a Sin-caused Illness.

D. The sick person must examine himself in light of God’s Word.

E. The sick person must pray that God would reveal the precise sin or sins that has caused the illness.

F. The sick person must call for the elders.

G. The sick person confesses his sins to the elders and asks for prayer and forgiveness.

H. The elders pray for forgiveness and healing, believing that God will forgive and heal.

I. The elders anoint the sick person with oil as an acknowledgment of their dependence of the Holy Spirit.

J. The sick person may take medication.

K. God will forgive and heal the sick person.

L. If healing does not result, the illness is either not a result of sin or is a result of a sin of which the person has not yet repented.
