Charles Powell

TAMING THE TONGUE, PT 3

jas 3:9-12

I. Small but Powerful (1-5)

II. Necessary but Dangerous (6-8)

III. Helpful but Inconsistent (9-12)

A. From humanity: Opposites ought not to come from the same source (9-10).

1. We use it to bless God (9a).

2. We use it to curse men (9b).

3. We blaspheme God by cursing the image of God (9c; Gen 1:26-30).

a) We reflect God’s image in His plurality.

b) We reflect God’s image in His creativity.

c) We reflect God’s image in His sovereignty.

d) We reflect God’s image in His morality.

4. This kind of thing shouldn’t happen (10).

e) Because we have a new life we shouldn’t let it happen.

f) Yield your tongue to God.

(1) Count our blessings.

(2) Get in touch with the love of God.

(3) Write our thoughts in a letter rather than lashing out.

(4) Wait before responding to comment, criticism or gossip.

(5) Make five positive comments to every negative one that we make about someone else.

(6) Treat everything you say as a gift to another person.

g) Make your words pass inspection.

(1) Is it true?

(2) Does it tear down or build up?

(3) Is it the right time?

(4) Would Christ say this?

B. From nature: Opposites cannot come from the same source (11-12).

1. Springs will produce either fresh or salty water (11, 12b).

2. Fruit bearing plants only produce one kind of fruit (12a)

h) Is our speech bearing good fruit or is it mixed with the bad?

i) Is our speech a spring that is good or foul?

j) Does our speech reflect our Christian maturity?

IV. Conclusion

C. The tongue defiles.

D. The tongue defies. 

E. The tongue displays.

